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'.:_a.n'd-' I’jij]’jtical_' reforms in the DPRK are the most rational. We have to
normalize and develop Soviet—North Korean links on a pragmatic basis,
drawing Pyongyang in to discuss the variety of regional economic, ecolog-
fcal, and political problems. The aim of such an approach is to make easier a
gradual transition of the DPRK to compromise and civilize forms of interna-
tHonal intercourse.

Pragmatism screened by Jucheization, double thinking, intolerance
toward those who are not like-minded, democracy, and pluralism put the
DPRK out of the civilized process of developing the world and make any
dialogue with this country difficult. Nonetheless, there is no other way but a
dialogue with Pyongyang. Multilateral contracts between scientists, politi-
cians, and businessmen to discuss the Korean situation and to coordinate
countries efforts to draw the former “outpost of socialism” in the Far East
into a constructive exchange of opinions and in the cooperation are of great
importance. In essence, only a political and ideological world climate of this
kind, which in the end the North Korean closed society must accept, will be
able to drive the country to change. If we can open, even if only slightly, the
country and show it the advantages of a civilized life, progress will be made.
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 INTRODUCTION

The death of The leader of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
(North Korea), Chairman Kim I1 Sung, has posed the most critical political
Issue for North Korea, that is, how successful a transfer of power to Kim Il
Sung’s political successor and son, the Party’s General Secretary Kim Jong

from abroad.

In order to determine the answer to this question, it is important for
us to examine a variety of domestic and international conditions. Included in
these must be Kim Jong Il’s character and ability, his present power base, the
situation of politics and ideology, the situation of the society and the
economy, which are the basis for politics and ideology, and the international
environment surrounding North Korea. This research will focus on a struc-
tural and historical examination of Kim Jong II's power base. Most work on
North Korea's political power has so far focused on the aspect of human rela-
tions among the significant individuals comprising the highest political
leadership. In examining Kim 1 Jong’s power base such a focus does carry
certain effectiveness and significance, but it has often encountered serious
difficulty due to lack of information. In order to cope with the difficulty and
to prepare a framework for our analysis, I shall try to explicate structural
characteristics of his power base through examination of its functional
aspects, or more specifically, processes of Kim Jong II's leadership formation
in different divisions where thoge functions are performed.

An answer to the question of Kim Jong II's power base cannot be
provided without answering one of the core questions in political science:
“What is power?” In this research, I shall employ a rather conventional
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What organizations can be named as those capable of QXé.If_C;‘.iS_i_ﬂg
those components of power in North Korea today? Major organizations can
be grouped under the three components as follows: SRR

1. Military power: National Defense Committee, People’s Arms
Department, People’s Army of Korea, People’s Guards, Soviet Red
Army, Department of Social Safety, Public Prosecutoy’s Office, -
Law-Abiding Life Guidance Committee, National Security Depart-
ment,and so on; S

2. Economic Power: Party’s departments in charge of economic affairs,
Parliament’s departments and committees in charge of econiomic
affairs, local administrative and economic guidance committees of
every level and their secretariats, industry cooperative associa- -
tions, banks, Party’s committee of each production site, Three
Great Revolutions Teams, and so on; N

3. Power to Control Public Opinion and Ideology: Party’s Department of
Campaign, Parliament’s Department of Culture and Arts, Educa—
tion Boards and schools at every level, research institutes, Artist
Union, publishing companies, broadcasting organs, theatrical
companies, producers’ group, and so on.

Hereinafter I shall refer to these organizations by the divisions of
power to which they belong: the division of military affairs, the division of
economic affairs, and the division of ideology. This research will discuss how
strong Kim Jong II's leadership is in these three divisior}s. .

Obviously, one’s leadership in a certain organization can never be
established simply by acquiring an institutional position. In order for hqn to
have leadership, in addition to the institutional posmon th‘ere are various
necessary conditions such as close connections with executive members of
the organizations, strengthening of authority over a_ll‘ the mgmbers of tt}e
organizations concerned, and accumulation f)f positive achievements in
exetcising influential power over the organizations concerr-led. R

In Japan, we have not yet had any notable work in ‘e)fa?mnn;lg the
real condition of Kim Jong Il's leadership in these three leLSlOI:IS.\ Asa
result, his leadership in them has often been misund(?rs tood as nothing morle
than power inherited by virtue of being the son of Kim Il Sung, or as a resu ’;
of his ideas being forced onto the political agenda through the pressure o
Three Great Revolutions” teams, consisting of studen'ts with no ad_mlmstra~
tive experience and unconstrained by law.# These rmsw..mders‘tandmgs ha‘:‘re

caused the omission of the examination of his leadership. This research will
correct the existent, misperceived image of Kim Jong Il's power base by
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focusing on the conditions required to establish his leadership and

presenting an examination of the process of his leadership formation in the
three divisions.

LEADERSHIP IN THE DIVISION
OF IDEOLOGY

Upon his graduation from Kim I1 Sung University, Kim Jong l1began to work
for the Party’s Central Committee in April 1964, Within a mere eight months,
using Kim Il Sung’s authoritative influence, he strengthened his influence
over the division of movie making. Using his own influence, he held an
enlarged conference of the Political Committee of the Party’s Central
Committee with the presence of Kim Il Sung at the Korea Theatrical Movie

tled “Let's Create Many More Revolutionary Movies Contributing to Revo-
lutionary Education and Class Education.” This meaningful conference of
the political committee was thought to be the starting point for Kim Jong1l's
active involvement in the division of movie arts with his energetic and
Impressive leadership.6 However, this event was nothing more than a

prologue in the process of Kim Jong II's leadership formation in the division
of ideology.

Fifteenth General Assembly as momentum. This can be confirmed in the
following statement found in a N orth Korean Document:

The Glorious Center of the Party (meaning Kim Jong 1) strength-
ened our cultural project in order to drastically establish the one
and only ideology system of the Party by rendering all the Party
members to correctly recognize the crimes which were committed
by anti-Party, anti-revolutionary elements and exposed at the
Party’s Central Committee’s Fourth Term Fifteenth General
Assembly, and by firmly equipping the Party members with the
revolutionary ideology of the Great Leader.”
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At that time, the Korean Workers’ Party, in order tolarrange i
study system for its executive members, took steps such.as the lmph?ment;
tion of Wednesday lecture meetings, Sunday study meetings, and diﬂy tw
hour study and the establishment of the “One-Month Study Center. aimir
at a one-month-a-year study system both in central and local gr._eas (in whic
several hundreds of thousands of executive member‘s participated ever
year). Of these the first step was thought to be brought into effect under Ki

P,
Jors f Szlkr;lfllgttﬂt]i;e, however, Kim Jong Il concentrated his eff9rt in the dilv
sion of ideology to the promotion of the “Revolutionary Tradition Educatia
Project” described as follows:

The Glorious Center of the Party has made it poss'ibie.to. promote
revolutionary tradition education by carefully mamtaming
“Comrade Kim Il Sung’s Revolution Evidence Museum” and )
“Comrade Kim Il Sung’s Revolution Ideology Resear(?h Center .
which were bases of the Party’s one and only ideologlce.ﬂ educatio
and also known as the old battle division of the revolution war an
the evidence of the revolution respectively.?

In addition Kim Jong Il ordered the compilation of “The Pictorial Record.c
Comrade Kim Il Sung’s Revolution History Research Center, . prepared Kir
[ Sung’s handwritten manuscripts to be used in the re<_:ord in March 196
and ordered the production of a Kim Il Sung’s statue which was to be place
in the research center.10

Maintenance of Historic Sites

In June 1967 in Haesan, Kim Jong II built the Mer.nc?rial Towgr of the Vl;:tolr
in the Battle of Bochunbo celebrating the thirtieth anniversary I0 dfr h
victory.1! The celebration on June 4 was attend.ed by 50,000 people 1{2;\;1 in
executive members who were anti-Japan partlsams.‘12 In June 1972 u JOIE
Il took leadership in organizing the thirty-fifth anniversary of th.e v11c c;:fry e
the same location. At that time, several ceremonies took piace’m}i u 11;g |
ceremony celebrating the erection of a memorial tower, a People’s : rm?z ;;1
Mass Demonstration, and a celebration banquet. A number of Isligmlnlzj "
military and government officials attended each of these a‘nd afd the cele o
tion banquet, Oh fin Wu, the Chief of the General Staff, dehve:‘re a spfesc .
It is said that Kim Jong Il also ordered the careful dlS.play o hochJ
ments and evidence when the Hon Won Museum of Revolution anci ;6; X
Won Museum of Revolution were built in Septem!aer and Oﬁol:;er N
commemorate his uncle Kim Hyong Kwan's achievement in the revo
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tion.14 In addition to these acts, Kim Jong 1l is said to have had some influ-
ence when a bronze statue of his grandfather was built in 196815

In another strong symbolic gesture, it is said that in July 1968 he,
together with a female anti-Japan revolution tighter, inspected the old battle
field of the revolutionary war in Yangkang-do to create its maintenance plan

and to initiate the project of “A Thousand Mile Road of Exploration
March.”16

Emphasis on “Revolutionary Tradition”
in the Division of Culture and Arts

In order to embody the image of Chairman Kim Il sung, Kim Jong II orga-
nized special creative artists’ groups such as the Pakdusan Creation Group,
the April 15 Literature Creation Group, and the Mansudae Creation Group
with eminent creative artists.17 It is believed that all of these groups were
created in the late 1960s For example, the Mansudae Creative Group, which
is said to have made the opera The Flower Selling Girl, was established in
1969.18 This development tells us that Kim Jong 1l promoted a grand scale
reform of the organizations of culture and arts around that time.

Kim Jong 1! also aggressively promoted the enhancement of the
authority of Kim Il Sung in the division of movie making. First, although the
year is not known, he severely criticized the Art General Confereice which
had been held annually in the division of movie making and ordered that it
be changed to the Research Meeting of Comrade Kim 11 Sung’s Ideology on
Literature and Arts.19 This research meeting is thought to have become a
prototype of the “Party’s Life Total System” that later prevailed among all
Party members.

After promoting a change of the general atmosphere of the movie
world as stated above, Kim Jong 1l proposed to make a movie out of the
theatrical drama The Sea of Blood, which is said to have been written by Kim
Il Sung during the war against Japan, as the first step for the start of revoly-
tionary tradition in the movies, He completed the movie in early September
1969.20 Following that, he arranged to make a movie based on another drama
by Kim It Sung, Destiny of a Member of the Self-Defense Group, written during
the war against Japan. In making the movie, Kim Jong 1l visited the movie
location by helicopter with the directing staff in February 1970, and
proposed “speed-up tactics,” thanks to which the movie was completed
within forty days.21 Reflecting upon the successfully rapid movie making,
Kim Jong Il asserted at the Strategic General Session, the necessity of

applying the speed-up tactics to other movies and thus made dozens of
movies in 1970.22

During those days, there were many other examples of his directing
movie making. One episode is that when Kim II Sung highly evaluated a
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new movie The Working Place of Wife, on May 23, 1970, Kim Jong 11 rus]
five-hour driving distance to tell the production group about the eva
in person.?? Judging from the date, it may be considered that Kim
started those activities right after Kim I Sung’s speech delivered to
makers on November 1, 1968, entitled “A Few Problems Concerning
lutionary Movie Making,” in which he indicated problems in movie 1
in view of revolutionary tradition and ordered its improvement.

Another activity in which Kim Jong Il was involved during |
1960s was the leadership of the Mobile Youth Campaign Force. Resp
to Kim Il Sung’s statement in the Second National Youth Mobile Cas
Force General Performance Contest, “Let’s broadly develop the acti
Youth Mobile Campaign Force, and powerfully recall the import:
accomplishing Party’s Policies,” Kim Jong Tl powerfuliy remind
general public of the importance of accompiishir_lg Party pohme.s by cc
organizing the guidance system of the activities of the‘mobﬂe can
forces in each division including the Youth Mobil Campaign Force.?4

During the 1970s, Kim Jong Il maintained his leadership in it
sion of arts and drove home the idea of revolutionary tradition. F
February 1971, he gave intensive instructions to the divi_sion of
making. In other words, he reported “Some Problems in Mov‘le Mak.n
February 12, and “On Bringing a New Enhancement in Movie Makix
February 15.25 In the latter report he asserted, “We have to solve all t‘h.
lems posed in the movie making by setting the Great Leader’s Juche id
in literature and the Party’s ideology in literature as the one and o.nl
dard.”26 Then Kim Jong Il is said to have established a new pro‘ducho}
ance system, based on a scientific analysis of the reality in movie maki
literature, and to have created the producer’s committee in the |
Movie Literature Production Company and the Literature and Arts C
aiming at promoting the level of political practice and production ab
writers.27 ‘

As to the division of opera, he felt the necessity of reforr

| watching an old fashioned opera titled Under the Sunlight, in the late

He worked on the opera revolution through making an opera (?ut o
Blood in whose production process at Pyongyang Great Theater in ]u!
he was directly involved. The opera’s premiere perfo%“mance was on ]
with the presence of Kim Il Sung.28 Within the following couple of ye
produced several original revolution operas such as A Real Daughte
Party, Jungles, Speak Up, and Seng of the Diamond Mountains, and made

based on some literature such as A Flower Selling Girl, and Destlr'ty qf ah
of the Self Defense Group.29 Kim Jong I also showed his leadgrshlp in th
sion of theatrical drama by making a revolution drama titled Son‘g J
Dang when he visited the National Theatrical Drama Assoma‘t
November 1972. In addition, Kim Jong Il had numerous qther public
and presented a great number of additional speeches Fhmng the laﬁe
and early 1970s, each relating to the significance of art in the revolutic
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Strengthening Leadership
between 1973 and 1974

As is generally known, between 1973 and 1974 the opposition to Kim Jong Il
in the Party increased dramatically. Concretely speaking, Kim Jong Il was
selected the secretary in charge of organization and campaign at the Party’s
Central Committee’s Fifth Term Seventh Conference held from September 4
through 17, 1974, and was elected a member of the Political Committee in the
Fifth Term Eighth Conference held from February 11 to 13 in 1974 In the
Eighth Conference, it is reported that despite the fact that the issue of
selecting a Political Committee member was not on the original agenda of
the conference, a senior executive member who was a faithful follower of
Kim Il Sung since the war against Japan recommended Kim Jong Ilasa
member of the Party’s Central Committee’s Political Committee.30 It is said
that the senior executive might have been Vice Prime Minister Kim 11.31
While working as the Secretary in charge of organization and
ideology, Kim Jong Il succeeded in establishing his leadership. Furthermore,
as soon as he was selected as a Political Committee member, he started exer-
cising his influence over the division of ideology with more boldness and
energy. One such influence was observed in his proposal for the policy of
“the whole society thoroughly under Kim-lI-Sung-ism.” On February 19,
1974, at the Lecture Class for the National Party’s Campaign Relations
Activists, he delivered a speech titled “Some Pressing Problems in the
Party’s Ideology Education Activity Aiming at the Permeation of Kim-1l-
Sung-ism through the Whole Society” and insisted on (1) exhaustive educa-
tion of the one and only ideology, revolution, and class; (2) promotion of the
ideological dispute; (3) development of the economic campaign, and (4)
improvement of the Party’s operation system. Then Kim Jong Il presented a
talk entitled “Some Possible Problems in Understanding Juche Philosophy”
to activists specializing in the campaign on April 2, and published two
essays titled “Let’s More Firmly Establish the System of the One and Only
Ideology in the Whole Party and the Whole Society,” and “Our Party’s Media
and Publications Are the Powerful Ideological Weapons Contributing to the
Permeation of Kim-Il-Sung-ism through the Whole Society,” on April 14 and
May 7 respectively. The Lecture Class for the Party’s campaign activisis as
well as those for the organization’s executive members is thought to have
been organized and developed by the Party’s Center2 In addition, in July
and August he directed a Lecture Class for the National Party’s Executive
Members for several days with almost no sleep.33 At the conclusion of the
class on August 2, he delivered a speech titled “Let’s Powerfully Promote the
Movement to Hold the Whole Society under Kim-Il-Sung-ism by Improving
and Strengthening the Party’s Activities Fundamentally.” It is said that Kim
Tl Sung sent the Lecture Class a note titled “On Further Strengthening Party’s
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Activities” which taught the class about establishing strong organizational
disciplines for the whole party to work only under the leadership of the
Party’s Center34 Later, on October 2, 1976, Kim Jong Il puablicized an
informal talk with the Party’s campaign activists titled, “To Uncdlerstand the
Uniqueness of Kim-II-Sung-ism.”

Tt is thought that Kim Jong Il strengthened his leadership in the divi-
sion of publishing and proadcasting using his inauguration as a Political
Committee member as momentum. A North Korean document stated: “In
1974, as to the activities in publishing and broadcasting, the fire of the news-
paper revolution, broadcast revolution and publication revolution gained
headway under the energetic Jeadership of the Party’s Center.”35 This move-
ment started at the Fifth Term Eighth General Assembly in the form of the
editorial revolution in the Rodong sinmun. Every day from February 14 to 22,
the Labor newspaper serialized editorials concerning methods to implement
decisions made in the Assembly. This editorial revolution in the Rodong
sinmun was regarded as a model for a newspaper revolution which boldly
destroyed old frameworks in the field of publishing and broadcasting.3

After inauguration as a Political Committee member, Kim Jong 1l
worked again on the reinforcement of the activities of Comrade Kim Il
Sung s Revolution Ideology Research Center Network which he, himself,
created in all parts of the country in the 1960s. Kim Jong II promoted the
establishment of the only ideological system, a system which faithfully
reflects the loyalty toward the Great Leader by using a national network of
research centers whose pinnacle is the Korean Revolution Museum built in
Pyongyang in April 1972. As a result, all unhealthy elements like localism
and familyism were overcome.3?

The Present Condition of His Leadership

As stated above, the Fourth Term Fifteenth Central Committee Assembly in
May 1967 was a turning point in Kim Jong II's leadership in the divisign of
ideology. The major steps in that process were the reform of Comrade Kim I1
Sung’s revolution History Research Center Network, the maintenance of the
revolutionary war’s battlefields and artifacts, and the establlshrggnt of
consistency in the expression of “revolutionary tradition” in the division of
arts, especially in that of movie making. These steps were t.j:argete'd at
powerful development of deification of Kim Il Sung based on h.ls E}chleve—
ments in the struggle against Japan. Furthermore, Kim Jong T1 vitalized _the
activities in the division of ideology by focusing on “the permeation of I§1m—
I1-Sung-ism” as soon as he was given the position of Political Committee
member. Using such activities as leverage, he was able to take almost full
control of the division of campaign.
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e then there have béen many instances concerning Kim jong Tl's
d ipi the '(__i__ivjsi(')n"of ideology. As to the aspect of ideclogy, there is no

ubt that his achievement in enriching and formalizing fuche has already
eert officially recognized. It should be noted here, in addition, that in the fall
of 1990 members of the Korean Central News Service and Changjak Sa
Korean Literature, organizations belonging to the division of ideology,
propf)sed a movement to praise Kim Jong Il which adopted a new style oi”
senfimg letters of oath to him. If we recall that changes in North Korean
Society have often been started in the division of ideology, the future devel-
opment of this movement is worthy of special attention.

LEADERSHIP IN THE DIVISION
OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

AIthough Kim Jong II has never assumed a leading official position in the
economic sector, his role in policy making on economic affairs is crucial, In
this section, I offer a very brief examination of the Pprocess of Kim jong 'H’s
power formatiqn in the economic area since 1973 when he assumed the
secretarial position in charge of propaganda in the Korea Workers’ Party.

The Formation of Leadership

T‘he “Small Team Campaign” (sojo undong) for Three Revolutions was offi-
cially created by Kim Il Sung in February 1973. In the fall of 1972, Kim Il Sung
dfe(:ldfed to organize and dispatch young cadres to light industrial produc-
tion sites for guidance and leadership. In the following spriﬁg, the practice
was expanded to all other areas of Three Revolutions with the epoch-makin,
s[?eech “Thought, Technology, and Culture for the Industrial Sector.” Immeg—
diately after that, Kim I Sung delivered another speech spelling out the same
three I:?rinciples for the Agricultural sector. In this way, the grassroots
campaign penetrated into the economic life of the entire people of the
country. The “Small Team Campaign” was designed to mobilize and
dispatch a group of twenty to thirty youthful workers for the average-sized
factory and up to fifty for larger enterprises.

‘ Although there is evidence that Kim Jong Il was involved in these
campaigns, it was not until 1975 that he was involved deeply in them when
he spearheadefl integrating campaigns by separate sectors into a centralized
movement. Kim Jong Tl was not only responsible for reorganizing the
campaign but initiated educational programs for the Small Team members
by requiring them to attend a variety of meetings and conferences within the
government and Korean Workers’ Party. In several major speeches during

i
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1976, Kim Jong Il made the observation that members of the Small Teams
were inadequately prepared for ideological and technical requirements for
carrying out Three Revolutions and often instructed them to participate in
educational programs. In this way, he exercised influence in decision-
making processes of both the industrial and agricultural sectors.

Through the cadres assigned by the Party Center, Kim Jong Il
pursued a pervasive leadership position. At first, he had to combat govern-
ment bureaucrats and Party administrators but gradually his Small Teams
were able to pave the way to institutionalization of all programs under the
banners of Production Expansion and Technological Reforms. Throughout
these efforts, Kim Jong Il made personal interaction with members of the
Small Teams, personally handing out membership certificates and praising
their contribution to the Three Revolutions campaign. In doing this, he was
able to develop a “personal army” of sorts with active people who are dedi-
cated to him. The number of members of Small Teams reached 170,000 of
whom 20,000 earned membership of the Party. Kim Jong II's leadership influ-
ence was not limited to the members of the teams; the members themselves,
being leading figures in their workplaces, had a significant role in solidifying
Kim's leadership at the grassroots level.

Kim Jong II's influence in the economic sector did not begin with the
Small Team campaign. In fact, even prior to that, he exercised a significant
role as the framer and founder of the campaign known as “The Speedy War.”
When he was elected as a member of the Political Committee of the Korean
Workers’ Party’s Central Committee in February 1974, he proclaimed “a new
revolutionary principle of a ‘Speedy War” which has provided the impetus
for a nationwide movement under the same banner since then.” Although
the concept of “Speedy War” was originally designed to facilitate economic
productivity, the campaign was developed as a comprehensive political and
ideological, as well as economic, movement. The concept was presented as
the realization of Juche ideology in a most comprehensive sense. In short, the
leadership of Kim Jong Il in general economic policies and practices has been
quite significant and effective and this leadership has carried over to other
facets of his leadership,

LEADERSHIP IN THE DIVISION
OF MILITARY AFFAIRS

Process of Leadership Formation
It is thought that Kim Jong Il already had a certain influence over the divi-

sion when he mobilized the army for the parade on the Battle of Bochunbo
memorial day in June 1972, It was in 1973 and 1974, however, when public
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documents started suggesting the existence of such influence. First, in
October 1973 right after his inauguration as the Party’s secretary, the Korean
People’s Army Commanders and Political Activists Conference was held
gathering 20,000 army leaders. In the conference, Kim Il Sung presented a
guideline for the struggle to further strengthen the People’s Army, followed
by O Jin U’s report focusing on the reinforcement of all army units with
Comrade Kim Il Sung’s great revolutionary ideology and the Party’s army
policies. In response, in a discussion session, participants stressed the signif-
icance of promoting three great revolutions within the army, especially that
of advancing an ideology revolution more than anything else.38 This confer-
ence, judging from when it occurred and its contents, is considered to have
been the most significant turning point for Kim Jong 11 to strengthen his
influence over the army. However, in the official conference report, we
cannot sense the presence of Kim Jong Il. In addition, reports or comments
on the Korean People’s Army Establishment Memorial Day on February 8,
1974, did not mention “the Party’s Center,” a reference to Kim Jong 11
It was on the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army Establishment
Memorial Day on April 25, 1974, right after Kim Jong II's promotion to a
Political Committee member, when the phrase of “the Party’s Center” began
to be used officially concerning the division of military affairs. The Party’s
newspaper, the Rodong sinmun, published an editorial titled “Beyond Gener-
ations Let’s Gloriously Succeed and Develop the Flourishing Revolutionary
Tradition Achieved by the Great Leader Comrade Kim II Sung.” The edito-
rials called for loyalty toward Kim Il Sung by using the term “the Party’s
Center” as in “All the Party’s organizations and activists must complete the
great work of revolution beyond generations by praising the program of the
Party’s Center to color the whole society with Comrade Kim 11 Sung'’s revo-
lutionary ideology,” and “On the roads to complete the Great Leader’s teach-
ings and the Party’s Center’s program, it is honorable regardless of living or
dying.”
Other signals of Kim Jong II's rise can be noted. For example, on
April 24, Kim I Sung, together with the executive members of the Party’s
government, observed the revolutionary opera “Destiny of a Member of
Self-Defense Group” which, as stated before, was produced under the lead-
ership of Kim Jong II. At the Glorious Korean People’s Revolutionary Army’s
Establishment Forty-Second Memorial Central Lecture Meeting held on the
same day, it was reported that all the participants of the meeting firmly
decided to promote great construction of socialism like a lightning under the
revolutionary flag of ‘the speed-up tactics’ proposed by the Party’s Center.”
This kind of meeting was held at many places, such as every province, city,
county, organization, office, collective farm, and unit of the Korean People’s
Army and Korean People’s Guards.39
In 1975, such a trend became stronger. At the Twenty-Seventh
Anniversary of the Establishment of the Korean People’s Army on February
7, the Chief of General Staff, General Oh Jin Wu asserted in his report, “We,

The j?éwer Base of Kim Jong I: Focusing on Its Formation Process 117

the people who are forever loyal to the Great Leader qu the Party’s Cer}ter,
must show the whole country again our heroic spirit and 1nexhau'st_1ble
creative power,” and “We must drastically establish revglutlonary spirit to
produce, learn and live completely in the Anti-Japan partisan manner which
the Party’s Center proposed. In the February issue of.Kunro]a WG?’kf??’S Maga-
zine, Lee Young Mu emphasized the necessity of holdmg up the policy of the
permeation of Juche ideology through the whole soc1etyland the :éevoluw
tionary policy of “speed-up tactics” presented by the farty s Center,

In addition, in the October issue of Kulloja,O Jin U, So Chol, and Han
Tk Su presented their papers in celebration of the thirticth anniversary .Of the
establishment of the Party, in which each of them called f(’)’r suEJ]ugahon t’o
Kim Jong It by using the expressions ”the‘ Party’s Center or the_Party 8
revolutionary leadership.” O Jin U emphasized the penetration of Kim ‘]ong
II’s Leadership by stating, “we have to develop an L.myleldmg and fler(ie
struggle against any small phenomena or elements Wthh oppose the Partﬁr 5
revolutionary leadership, by unconditionally receiving and Fhoroug ly
achieving all the policies proposed by the Party’s Cer‘lter in which he most
accurately embodied the revolutionary ideology and intention of the Great
Leader.”4! _

Positive acceptance of the leadership of Knm.]ong 1, however, was
not necessarily shared by all the army leaders at that time. Public documents
from 1975 through 1978, especially those around 197?’, show tha't the army
Jeaders tried to avoid direct reference to Kim Jong II's 1eader§h1p over ’_che
army. Of course, today we can hardly know how .such changes in expression
were relevant to the degree of army leaders’ practical support for Kim ']ong I.l'

In any event, the leadership of Kim Jong Il over the army during this
period was strengthened from the bottom through the movement of The
Three Revolutions started in the end of 1975. It can be argued that Kim }Qng
1l increased his direct tie with the bottom ranks of the army by developmg
and leading this movement in the army. Several documents support this
argument. The Rodong sinmun of February 9, 1976, reported th«':'lt on Febrtfjat;y
7, memorial briefing sessions on the anniversary of ‘Ehe establishment of the
army were held in all the units of the Korean Pf_aople s j.krmy and the Kog;aq
People’s Guards. The article said, “In the briefing session of ComradeG 0;
Eung Chung’s unit of the Korean People’s Army, the reporter gave the read
Leader Comrade Kim 1l Sung and the Party’s Center the highest hon(l)r an
appreciation with ever-lasting loyalty, and declared to prepare therr;lse Yels(, i\;
bodyguards, suicide corps, or storming corps, to protect, even at t é 1~1s,t f

their lives, the political ideology of the Great Lesflder and the Party’s i}n er.
The article also reported that the briefing session qf Comrasie Kim ounlg
Su’s unit of the Korean People’s Army declared their r.eso¥ut10n to strug%u (i
to serve the Great Leader and the Party’s Canter by dedicating their youth

i energy and their lives.
e Emc'l].“he inthrrrﬁttent development of the movement of The Three Revo-
Tutions in the army, together with Kim Jong II’s movement toward the estab-
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© - lishmient of hig l"ééi'd'ersh'ip, was indicated in a paper in the November 1976
issue 6f Kulloja which called for the promotion of the movement and empha-
sized the necessity of thoroughly establishing strong revolutionary disci-
plines which breathe and move as one by foIIowing the Great Leader and the
Party’s Center.

In view of the establishment of Kim Jong II's leadership over the
army concerning the movement of The Three Revolutions, it is significant to
note that the movement provided him with a turning point to directly influ-
ence the bottom stratum of the army through the political organ in the army
and that it emphasized the anti-Japan revolutionary tradition as the ideolog-~
ical contents of the movement or more significantly as the spiritual base of
the army. Such a trend was seen most apparently in the decision made in
1978 to change the date of the Korean People’s Army Bstablishment Memo-
rial Day from February 8 to April 25. The reason of the change, it was
claimed, was that although the Korean People’s Army was established in
1948, it was when the Great Leader Comrade Kim 1] Sung established the
Korean People’s Revolutionary Army that the People came to possess their
own real revolutionary power and that the Great Leader Comrade Kim 11
Sung established the Korean People’s Revolutionary Army on April 25,
193242

The emphasis on the anti-Japan revolutionary tradition, as stated
above, played an important role in strengthening Kim Jong II's leadership,
especially in the division of military affairs. That is, such an emphasis is
thought not only to have stabilized the support for Kim Jong Il among the
participants of the anti-Japan combat who occupied the majority of army
leaders but also to have expanded the support for him among the children of
the participants of the anti-Japan combat, so-called “the children of the revo-
lution heroes,” many of whom are thought to have been in the middle
stratum of the army.

Kim Jong Il started a new mass movement which involved army
leaders in the end of 1979 when the Sixth Assembly of the Korean Labor
Party decided to open the following year. It was the movement to follow and
learn from Comrade Oh Jung Heum who served Kim Il Sung during the anti-
Japan combat and died in battle that Kim Jong 11 authorized. He instructed
the Party’s organization and the political organ to understand this move-
ment as the Party’s activity and promote it powerfully.43 There were
humerous articles in the party and military papers endorsing the strength-
ening of the movement and of Juche. Judging from the context, it is obvious
that in each of these articles the term “the Party,” frequently referred to, was
used as a synonym for “the Party’s Center.” Furthermore, the Rodong sinmun
of April 25 carried an article titled, “Visiting the Army Unit of Comrade Lee

Ju O Who Acquired the Red Flag of the Three Great Revolutions,” reporting
that the unit started its recreation meeting with the chorus of the song, “Let’s
Desperately Defend the Great Leader and the Party’s Center with Qur
Lives!” In this period, the movement in the bottom stratum of the army to
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give authority to Kim Jong Il is thought to have been promoted fgr more tha.n
the military leaders’ careful expressions about the movement in the public
ents.

docum The characteristics of the movement for the establishment of Kim
Jong II's leadership over the army during the 1970s were: (a) The movement
came to surface around 1974 using the Party’s organization, the division of
ideology, and that of culture and arts in which Kim Jong Il had already estab-
lished his leadership; (b} it was developed by using as a leverage thg mass
movement centering around the political organ in the army; (c) it was
promoted by receiving the positive support from the ant‘1—]apa.n combat
participants; and (d) Kim Il Sung exerted positive inﬂuenFe in the important
events which marked the stages of Kim Jong II's leadership formation in the
armY- Kim Jong H was elected a member of the Military Affairs Committee
of the Central Committee at the Sixth General Assembly in October 1-980. It
may be too obvious to indicate that during the following decade until May
1990, when he was elected the First Vice Chairman of the National Defense
Committee at the Ninth Term of the First Assembly of the Supreme I_’e(.)pie’s
Council, Kim Jong Il developed his activities to establish his leadershlp in the
division of military affairs more clearly and powerfully than during the

1970s.

Use and Present Condition
of Kim Jong I1’s Leadership

I would like to briefly refer to the achievements in Kim Jong II's leadersbip
over the military units. During the 1970s, such action was not known outside
of the military at all. This, however, does not mean that Kim Jong 1l was not
active during this period. In 1980, Kim Jong II’s vsits to an(:! leadership in the
military units during the 1960s and 1970s were gradually mt%-oduced by the
articles about the events on the Anniversary of the Establishment of the
Army including the Artillery Anniversary on June 20, the Air Forces
Anniversary on August 20, and Navy Anniversary on August 23. Of course,
these are nothing more than the tip of an iceberg. Contrary to the propagan-
dist attitude concerning the matters in the other divisi(_)ns, North Kgrea, at
least until today, has not always been positive in publ_n;ly announcing the
relationship between Kim Jong Il and the division of military a.ffalrs.

By 1992, Kim Jong Hl assumed the position of Chairrpan of the
National Defense Committee of the Democratic People’s Repul?hc of' Korea
and was appointed as the Supreme Commander of the entire ml'htary.
Although the accurate status of the National Defense Commlittee n the
constitution is not clear, there is no doubt that, judging from the lineup of its
members including Chairman Kim T1 Sung as its Cha%'rman, and l?efer}se
Minister O Jin U and the Chief of General Staff Koi Jurang as its .Vl_ce
Chairmen, the committee is the de facto top authority over all the military



120 Part Two: Politics and Economy of Indigenous Socialism

organizations. We may safely conclude that Kim Jong 1, has effectively
succeeded the position of the top leader over all the military organizations in
North Korea including the Korean People’s Army which is the regular army,
the People’s Guards which is under the department of social safety, and the
Soviet Red Army which is the militia organization. The total personnel of the
organizations is estimated to amount to 5 million, which is tantamount to a
quarter of North Korea’s total population.

We may be able to say that today Kim Jong II's leadership over the
division of military affairs is firmly established through not only his institu-
tionalized position but also his human relations with the executive members
of the military, and the establishment of his authority in the military.

CONCLUSION: THE CHARACTERISTICS
OF KIM JONG IL'S POWER BASE
AND ITS STABILITY

Based on this study of Kim Jong II's power base, we may be able to indicate
the following points as the characteristics in the process of its formation. The
first characteristic is that the range of Kim Jong I's leadership has expanded
from the division of campaign to that of economic affairs and eventually to
that of military affairs. It is important to note here, however, that the direc-
tion of the expansion of his leadership was not genuinely one-way but that
it was synergistic, that is, the formation of leadership in each division has
helped each other.

"The second characteristic is that the three activities, that is acquiring
the institutional authority and position which are the source of his leader-
ship, arranging organizations to support the leadership by establishing
ecessary organizations, and initiating and leading various movements,
have among them strengthened and established Kim Jong II's leadership. It
should be noted here, however, that the mass movement developed by him
vas not the one voluntarily started among the masses but the one which
nobilized the masses.

The third is that Kim 11 Sung, himself, played important roles in the
ignificant events which could promote Kim Jong I’s leadership to a higher
evel. In addition, there were notable activities by Kim Il Sung’s comrades-
N-arms in the anti-Japan combat. The fourth characteristic, which is
eversely related to the third one, is that the establishment of the absolute
uthority of Kim Il Sung and the emphasis on the anti-fapan revolutionary
adition were promoted in connection with the expansion of Kim Jong II's
adership.

Next, I would like to point out a structural characteristic of Kim Jong
‘s power base formed in the above mentioned manner. If expressed in a
ord, it means that Kim Jong Il's power base holds a “comprehensive” char-
cter in various ways. First of all, Kim Jong II's power base, in view of its
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organization and structure, not only horizontally includes all the tI}ree divi-
sions that support the three elements of the power, that is, those of ideology,
economic affairs, and military affairs, but also vertically includes the bottom
stratum to the top stratum in each of these divisions. As.a} resglt of that, a
majority of North Korean people are controfled and mobilized inescapably
by the meshes of the net of Kim Jong 1l's power base'. Also in view of
personnel affairs, Kim Jong II’s power base horizontally involves alumni of
each division from artists to scientists, the Party’s executive members, and
the members of the army and vertically comprehends three gene.rati-ons, that
is, the seniors (the generation of the anti-Japan combat), the juniors (the
generation of the leaders of the Three Great Revolutions teams), and the
youths (the generation of students participating in the Three Great Revolu-
tions teams). : .

As a conclusion of this study, I may be able to evaluate Kim Jong I’s
power base as a stable one in the sense that it is hard to imagine “any oppo-
sition group” among the existent political powers in North Korea. Of course
this conclusion does not completely exclude a possibility that some partic-
ular people or groups opposing Kim Jong Il may exist in North Korf:a. What
this means is that even if there exists some anti-Kim Jong 11 group in N or?h
Korea, such a group may not have any common political and SO(,:la}: base in
the existent institutions. Such a baseless group tends to be limited in its capa-
bility of increasing its members and in carrying out a long-lasting move-
ment. After all, such a group is hardly expected to become gapable of
effectively confronting the comprehensive power base held by me jong 11,
defeating it, and forming an alternative political order to replace. 11‘t.

However, saying that one can hardly imagine any oppoe;}tlon power
to Kim Jong II's power base and that the possibility of Kim Jong .Il s losing his
position to someone else in the country is low does not necessarily guarantee
that Kim Jong II's regime will stay as firm as a rock in .the future. We might
say that the worst cxisis which Kim Jong II's regime will face or‘ha?, already
faced, if any, could be the one not from the outside but .fro_or'n the inside. Such
a crisis may be caused by competition among the d1vl19r10ns over loyalty
toward Kim Jong 11, the spread of bureaucratism or nihilism, or the lack of
objective evaluations of or function to reform policies alrea.dy adopted. A
scenario that, in the event of aggravation of such organizahona‘l problems
common in any authoritarian political regime, KinE1 Jong I'l’s regime jnfould
actually stop functioning should be considered valid despite the stability of
his power base.
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